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New 


Speaking on A New View 
— in order to attain a ‘new 
view” of anything, we must 
release the view that we al- 
ready have. And so it is as we 
go along this path in life and 
our experiences continue to 
repeat themselves in our lives, 
and now and then we seem to 
get a few moments break from 
those experiences that we 


These Gods that are supposed 
to be giving us whatever we 
want when we want it are the 
false gods created by our 
own minds. 


don’t care for. We must never 
forget they are only effects. 
They are necessary effects for 
us only because we have made 
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View 


by Richard P. Goodwin 


them so. So many people in 
our world today have varying 
views of what we call God, but 
the God, the “Santa Claus 
god,” is not a god of Spiritual- 
ism. It never has been and it 
never will be, for to have a 
“Santa Claus god” you must 
first deny the demonstrable 
truth of personal responsibil- 
ity. In other words, some God 
somewhere in the universe is 
going to hear your prayer, give 
you what you are praying for, 
and you have to make no ef- 
fort and no changes in your 
thinking. That is not the God 
of Serenity, and of the religion 
and philosophy of Spiritualism. 

Our belief is very clearly 
demonstrable — a God that 
sustains everything in the 


A NEW VIEW 


universe. Whatever thoughts 
you choose by the very law of 
your birth, you have that 
divine right of choice. That is 
an impartial God. That is a 
true God. These Gods that are 
supposed to be giving us what- 
ever we want when we want it 
are the false gods created by 
our own superstitions, created 
by our own minds. They give 
to us when we honor them 
and they take away from us 


Whatever it is in life that 
we want, we must always pay 
the price to attain it. 


when we do not. That is not 
the God of reason, or intelli- 
gence, or truth. Whatever it is 
in life that we want, we must 
always pay the price to attain 
it. Now often we may say, 
“Well, we want this or that 
but we don’t know what the 
price is.”” To know what your 
price is for the fulfillment of 
your own desires and choices, 
all you have to do is look ob- 
jectively at the struggles in 
your life — those struggles are 
the obstructions created by 
our mind for whatever we 
think, as all philosophies of 
truth will teach, and do teach, 
whatever it is, it is ever, ever, 
and forever, within us. 

We have on the positive 
side that wonderful choice to 
choose and to have a “new 


- 


view”’ of our present situation. 
But to have that new view we 
must let go of the past. We 
must let go of the patterns of 
mind that have created the 
view that we presently have. 
That, of course, is going to 
take some effort on our part. 
We cannot expect in a few 
moments a day of directing 
our thought and our attention 
to a new view to completely 
bring about the demonstration 


When you ask a person to 
make some effort to forget 
the past which is troubling 
them and bringing them so 

much grief in life, they don’t 
like to hear that because 
to hear that means a change 
in our thought must take 
place. 


of the change for us, when our 
old view took so many untold 
thousands of hours to bring 
into being. Let us be reason- 
able in our efforts to attain a 
new view of this moment of 
now. 

When you ask a person to 
make some effort to forget the 
past which is troubling them 
and bringing them so much 
grief in life, they don’t like to 
hear that because to hear that 
means a change in our thought 
must take place. But think, 
my friends, when every experi- 
ence that you have already 
(continued page 5) 3 


The Wanderer accepts the murderers’ invitation to visit their home. 


A WANDERER 


in the 


SPIRIT LANDS 


by Franchezzo 


AMUSEMENTS IN A GREAT CITY OF HELL — WORDS OF CAUTION 


CHAPTER XXII 


Continued from last issue— 

My entrance was greeted 
with great shouts of laughter 
and wild applause, while half a 
dozen or so of eager hands 
took hold of me and dragged 
me to the table, whereupon 
there were cries: ‘‘Let us drink 
to the damnation of this our 
new Brother! Let us baptize 
him with a draught of this fine 
cooling wine?’ And before I 
well realized their intentions, 
they were all waving their 
glasses aloft amidst yells and 
shouts and horrible laughter, 
whilst one, seizing a full glass 
of the fiery liquid, tried to 
throw it over me. I had just 
presence of mind enough to 
step lightly aside, so that the 
liquor was nearly all split upon 
the floor and only a small 
portion fell upon my robe 
which it scorched and burned 
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like vitrol, while the wine it- 
self turned into a bluish flame 
—such as one sees with lighted 
whisky—and disappeared at 
last with an explosion as of 
gunpowder. Then they put be- 
fore me a tray full of dishes 
which at first sight resembled 
earthly delicacies, but on 
closer inspection I saw they 
were full of the most horrible 
corrupting and _ loathsome 
maggots. As I turned away 
from them one hag of a wo- 
man (for she was much more 
old and ugly and horrible to 
look upon than the most de- 
graded specimen you can 
imagine) whose bleared eyes 
and fiendish expression made 
me recoil from her, seized me 
round the neck and tried, with 
many grimaces which she in- 
tended for coquettish smiles 
(she had been, oh ye powers! 
(continued page 30) 
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continued from page 3 

had in life is already demon- 
strated to you that it’s an 
effect of thought, and thought 
you can change whenever you 
choose to change it. Thought 
has brought us where we are 
and thought will take us on. 
We don’t give much attention 
to our thought. Perhaps it is 


Thought has brought us where 
we are and thought will 
take us on. 


because we cannot see our 
thought physically. We can- 
not, most of us, hear our 
thought physically. We can- 
not sense it with the five 
physical senses, but we cer- 
tainly do feel its effect. We 
do see its effect, but we don’t 
yet see it when we’re thinking. 

Sometime ago it was given 
in this philosophy to think, 
and think, and think more 
deeply. We get up in the mom- 
ing and our minds are filled 
with many thoughts. Some- 
times they are so filled with so 
many thoughts if someone 
asked us what we were think- 
ing about, we would tell them 
“nothing — thinking about 
absolutely nothing.” Well, 
that’s just about what it 
amounts to because it’s like a 
record that’s stuck in a groove 
and the thoughts continue to 
repeat themself. We know 


already from past experiences 
that repetition, and only re- 
petition, is the law through 
which change is made possible. 
So if you have not recently 
had any changes in your life 
that you feel are beneficial to 
you, then you can be rest 
assured that the thoughts of 
yesterday and yesteryear are 
still playing their tune in your 
mental universe. 

We don’t have to stay 
where we are if we don’t wish 
to remain there. We don’t have 


... Whenever you know how 
you got any place in life 
you know how to get back 
out again. 


to because in truth we know 
how we got there. And when- 
ever you know how you got 
any place in life you know 
how to get back out again. 
You know how to open a door 
to enter, and by that law of 
knowing how to open a door, 
we also know how to close it. 
This philosophy emphasizes 
greatly the importance of our 
thinking. It does so because 
our thinking not only affects 
our life here in this earthly 
realm, it affects our life in the 
realm that we go to when we 
leave this physical body. All of 
us at sometime in our life 
have entertained the thought, 
the possibility of escaping 
(continued page 7) 5 
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‘Any church with a sense of 
humor is O.K.!!”? — L. 


* *K KK 


“Thank you so much for the 
beautiful healing energy that 
this service offered us. It has 
been a blessing for me to be 
able to be here. I felt as if I 
entered the Domain of God 
and clearly felt the presence 
of Christ with all of you 
people. 

Thank you again for your 
words of support and 
wisdom.” — B 


* * * K * 


“The service was very interest- 
ing, especially the short talks. 

I enjoyed hearing the 
messages, especially the philos- 
ophy that went with them.” 
—H.R. 


* * * * * 


“I loved the peace, and calm- 
ness of the people and setting 
and the service. I feel healed.” 
—P.D. 
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“TI found the Serenity service 
very interesting and very en- 
joyable. The people here seem 
very friendly. I also feel that 
I would need more experience 
within the Serenity church be- 
fore I could clearly give my 
opinion. The message I re- 
ceived was appropriate to my 
spiritual search. I feel as 
though I have many more 
questions to ask and perhaps 
I shall return soon to learn 
more. Thank you.’”— D.L. 


* K K K * 


“I learned something from 
the past that I may have never. 
Thank you.” 


* F KF K * 


‘“‘Have enjoyed your service 
very much.Your philosophy is 
most interesting. This was my 
first experience with your 
church. Like your modem 
view point, and we all do be- 
lieve in a Higher Power, 
namely ‘God’. ”’—F.E. 


A NEW VIEW 


continued from page 5 

from the situations that we 
alone have placed ourself in. 
And we have tried many 
mental gymnastics to escape 
from those _ situations we 
found ourself in and we have 
also already proven to ourself 
there is no escape. The law of 
personal responsbility is an im- 
partial law. We all are under its 
control whether we like it or 
we do not. You can travel 
over the universes, you can go 
to many schools of thought, 
you can study many religions 
and many philosophies — they 
will not change your life. You, 
and only you can do that. God 
will not change your life, God 
will only sustain what you 
choose. So in the final analysis, 
sooner or later, we pause and 
really begin to think. A church, 
a teaching, a philosophy may 
or may not be instrumental in 
your awakening to the light of 
reason within yourself, but 
only you can bring about the 
transformation. If you believe 
that someone else can do it, if 
you are yet controlled by 
those false beliefs, you will 
have the temporary experi- 
ences in keeping with those 
false beliefs. For example, if 
you believe by _ getting 
married, you will change your 
life for the better, and you set 
those laws into motion, and 
you have a few experiences 


that life is better, you 
guarantee the total opposite 
because you have made a judg- 
ment which is the law of 
creation. For every white 
there is a black, for every day 
there is a night. Those are the 
false gods, those are the gods 
created by our beliefs, by our 
own mind. They do not and 
cannot sustain our life for 
they are not the true God of 
all life. 

We can do whatever we 
choose to do but it is up to 
us to do it. If you permit your 
thinking to depend on any- 
thing outside of you, anything 
outside of you, to bring you 
what you desire, you will 
make the payment for your 
attainment. But there is a 
simple and a greater way — to 
accept that Divine Intelligence 
that is within you, to know 
beyond a shadow of any 
doubt that it is sustaining you 
and to ever be alert, awake, 
and aware that you are in 
truth a law unto yourself, to 
take hold, through a little 
discipline, self-discipline, 
knowing that you are a law 
unto yourself, to choose 
wisely each moment in each 
day what you are doing with 
the law that you are. 

We have within us every- 
thing that is necessary for the 
joy, the happiness, the abun- 
dance, the fulfillment in life 
(continued page 9) 7 


What are the opportunities for advancement in the Supernal Sphere? 


Vee 
Our Heave 
Ur” eavenly Ome 


by Andrew Jackson Davis 


A NATURAL HOME NOT MADE WITH HANDS 


Continued from last issue— 

You now very naturally 
ask: ‘‘What shall we do when 
we shall progress, become per- 
fect, and know it all? My 
reply is: Your question 
originates in a lack of compre- 
hending thought. You shall 
never reach the era when your 
mind can comprehend itself! 
You may now realize only 
ordinary mental weakness and 
intellectual emptiness. Or, if 
you be a physiologist, or a 
phrenologist, or a chemist, or 
an anthropologist, or a scien- 
tific explorer and an expound- 
er, why you may even today 
affirm, in all candor, that 
“you know it all.” I tell you, 
nevertheless, that, in very 
truth, you think and talk like 
a child. You manifest a child’s 
folly and child’s unblushing 
conceit. And I tell you further, 
that, after you have lived your 
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best life in the ‘Second 
Sphere” for as many centuries 
as this earth has been inhabit- 
ed, you will “put away child- 
ish (foolish) things” out of 
your affections and under- 
standing; and then, having 
really become ‘“‘a little child,” 
in the heavenly sense of the 
word, you will say: “(Come to 
me, comfort me, O Mother of 
the Universe! lead me to thy 
magical mirror, wherein I may 
behold at least the reflections 
of my ignorance. And, O 
Father of the Universe assist 
me and strengthen me, direct 
and control me, and let me 
forsake my littleness, and 
show me how to seek for 
true knowledge and wisdom. 
I would love all loveliness, and 
I would take delight in the 
truth. Come to me, O Friend 
of my earth-life! O Life of my 
youth! show me the sunlight 
(continued page 26) 
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continued from page 7 

itself. If we permit our minds 
to deceive us and to tell us 
that our fulfillment is de- 
pendent upon something that 
we have no control of, then 
we pay the price of misery 
year after year, after year. 
Whenever we allow our mind 
to dictate that our goodness is 
dependent on things beyond 
our control, we shall suffer, 
and we shall suffer until we 
learn the lesson that that type 
of thinking is an error in our 
own thought. 

For some of us it only 
takes a few years to learn that 
truth, and for others it shall 
not be learned in this earthly 
incarnation. That of course is 
ever dependent on how much 
it really means to us. Have you 
not already noticed, my 
friends, whoever depends on 
things beyond their control 
suffers greatly? They rise to 
the heights of their thinking 
only to descend back down to 
the depths, only to rise again, 
only to descend again. Some- 
day we will indeed become 
weary of this rise and fall. 
Someday we will see more 
clearly that that is the law of 
duality, that it is the law of 
creation, that we are in truth 
above and far beyond creation, 
that we are using it as you use 
your car — that’s the only 
value that it really has. But 


that is a great value for this 
earthly realm because with- 
out it we could not identify. 
Why, we must ask ourselves 
more often, why do we choose 
the struggles of life, why do 
we choose those things that 
we alone create? What value to 
what level of our mind do 
they have? Let us ask ourself 
that question. Are we in need 
of love? Then it is obvious we 
are not expressing it. If we are 
in need of anything, all we 
have to do is stop and think — 
the law is clear, like attracts 
like and becomes the law of 
attachment. So when your 
minds say you need some- 
thing, be rest assured whatever 
your mind tells you that you 
need, you are lacking in giving, 
because if you were giving, 
then you would have no need. 
The greatest gift we will ever 
give in all of eternity is the gift 
of self. But how many of us 
know what this is, this thing 
called ‘“‘self” that we have 
created? And so we find our- 
selves each day filled with a 
multitude of needs. They’re 
telling us as lessons of life 
wherever those needs are 
directed by our mind, that 
within us we have closed the 
door and we are not giving. 
You see, my friends, so 
many of us we loan, and we 
loan many things. There’s a 
vast difference between a gift, 
(continued page 11) 9 


Drvocation 


Thank you, God, for your 
infallible laws that never 


change but serve their purpose 
of bringing us closer to Thee. 


sa eading 


There comes a time in 
everyone’s life when it is 
time to say — “‘‘enough is 
enough” and call it a day. To 
“call it a day” is to make the 
necessary changes so that cer- 
tain experiences will not be 
repeated. For most, this day 
comes when it is a matter of 
self-preservation. But, what- 
ever the motive for “calling it 
a day,” that day will arrive for 
everyone, if not in this world, 
then in the next. 

For change and evolution- 
ary progress is the law — it is 
an infallible law that change is 
inevitable. And so it is, what- 
ever the struggle, it will end — 
for that is the law. It will end, 
if for no other reason than 
self-preservation. We have to 
bow our judgments and 
dictates and change our atti- 
tudes to move ahead. For not 
to do so is to swim against the 
tides — to swim upstream and 
battle the forces of creation 
until we are so exhausted from 
the ordeal that we finally turn 


around and start to flow with 
the river, with the tide, and 
with the flow of life — which 
means to graciously accept 
change. 

Frequently, we can easily 
observe the changes that an- 
other needs to make but we 
are blinded to the changes that 
we alone need to be making. 
This is because our own judg- 
ments stand like an impenetra- 
ble wall in front of us so that 
we do not have a clear view of 
ourselves. Unfortunately, we 
must follow our judgments to 
the point where we_ say 
“enough is enough” and then, 
when we shine the light of 
reason upon them, we expose 
them for what they are — 
limitations we have placed 
upon ourselves. Once we have 
exposed these judgments to 
the truth, we are free to make 
the necessary changes and to 
move forward along our evolu- 
tionary path to the next day 
of “enough is enough.” 


Menediction 


O God, help us to know 
that changes are_ inevitable 
10 


and to accept them graciously. 
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continued from page 9 

a givingness, and a loaning. A 
loan has the chains of thought 
connected to the gift. It has all 
the concern that the mind has 
to offer of what has been done 
with it. That is a loan. It draws 
interest and sooner or later it 
returns to us in full. But a gift, 
a gift is that which we free 
from our own universe, from 
our mental thought, recogniz- 
ing beyond a shadow of any 
doubt that it has passed 
through us. It did not come 
from us, it did pass through 
us. Think now of your 


Whenever we allow our mind 
to dictate that our goodness 
is dependent on things 
beyond our control, we 
Shall suffer. . . 


thoughts, the ones identified 
with so-called self — do you 
believe that they are you? If 
you do, you cannot give, you 
can only loan. But if you 
awaken to the truth that as an 
instrument of a Divine Intelli- 
gence, they pass through you 
and slowly but surely this 
vehicle becomes more 
illumined. That is the purpose 
of evolution — a refinement of 
the many forms that your 
eternal being is _ passing 
through. You are not the 
flesh. Look at it constantly 
changing. You are not even 


the thought, for it, too, is 
changing — you are that which 
sustains the thought, and you 
are that which keeps the form. 
But it is passing — surely we 
would not attach ourselves to 
something that we knew be- 
yond a shadow of any doubt 
would not endure. Surely we 
are not that  foolhearty. 
Eternity is exactly that — 
eternity. It does not change. 
Only the forms that your 
eternal being is using — those 
are the only things that 
change. The Infinite Divine 
Spirit, the true you, cannot 


... When your minds say 
you need something, be rest 
assured whatever your 
mind tells you that you need, 

you are lacking in giving. . . 


and does not change. Your 
mind changes, your many 
bodies change, they’re con- 
stantly in a process of refine- 
ment. But you, the true you, 
doesn’t change. 

To separate truth from 
creation is the great personal 
responsibility of mankind. 
Now truth is the same today 
as yesterday, and tomorrow. 
Being truth it is changeless, for 
it is formless. It is only our 
expression of truth that 
changes. You cannot change 
truth — it is beyond that law. 
So what is changing is the 
(continued page 13) 11 
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The author of Jonathon 
Livingston Seagull, Richard 
Bach, has written another 
bestseller entitled, J/lusions — 
The Adventures of a Reluctant 
Messiah. This book is basically 
about what the philosophy, 
religion, and science of Spiri- 
tualism is about — how our 
world works, and how to con- 
trol it. This is presented in 
conversations between the 
author and the “Reluctant 
Messiah,’”” someone who is 
spiritually advanced and has 
“power over the illusions of 
the world because he knows 
the reality behind them.” 

The message which the 
“Reluctant Messiah’? has to 
give is that the world works 
for us the way we make it 
work. In his words: ‘‘we 
magnetize into our lives what- 
ever we hold in our thoughts.” 
The Living Light philosophy 
calls it ‘‘personal responsi- 
bility” for all our thoughts, 
acts and deeds. This ‘“‘messiah”’ 
was reluctant to perform 
miracles, heal, and help the 
suffering, choosing instead the 
everyday life of a biplane 
pilot, speaking the truth that 
12 


by Beverly Houser* 


everyone has the ability to be 
more than they are whenever 
they accept and believe that 
they are. 

In explaining further how 
the world works, the ‘‘Reluc- 
tant Messiah” states that ‘‘this 
world and everything in it is 
an illusion.” Life, as an 
illusion, is compared to going 
to a movie. We choose to go to 
a movie, just as we choose this 
life experience. And, just as 
when we buy the ticket for 
the movie, we agree to believe 
that the film is an illusion. So, 
too, when we choose this life- 
time, we agree to believe in 
the illusion of time and space. 
In both the movie and our 
earth life, the illusions require 
that “‘in order to enjoy it to its 
most, you have to put it in a 
projector and let it go through 
the lens minute by minute... 
any illusion requires space and 
time to be experienced.” In 
life, the projector is our 
imagination — and thus, our 
lives are exactly whatever we 
imagine. Every event and ex- 
perience in our life we have 
first imagined, and _ like 
magnets, we attract whatever 
we send out from our minds. 
By using this principle of “‘like 
attracts like” constructively, 
we will attract to ourselves all 
the goodness, beauty, health, 
and wealth that we can 
imagine. oO 
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continued from page 9 

vehicle that you’re using. And 
if you have identified and 
over-identified with the form 
in which the true you is now 
expressing, then you experi- 
ence the pain and pleasure of 
form, and its final decay. It’s 
a snowball going down hill. 
And so you find at certain 
ages in the human beings, they 
become concerned, concerned 
about age, concerned about 
their looks, because no matter 
how they think, the change is 
taking place. And if we be- 
come over-identified with this 
form that we are using, we’re 
going to pay the dear price of 
its decay. 


A loan has the chains of 
thought connected to the 
gift... a gift is that which 
we free from our own 
universe, from our mental 
thought, recognizing beyond 
a shadow of any doubt that 
it has passed though us. It 
did not come from us, it did 
pass through us. 


How does man identify 
with something greater? By 
first becoming aware of his 
thought, and then choosing 
wisely what type of thought 
he wants to entertain. Not just 
now and then when the 
disasters come into your life — 
they’re not now and then 


disasters when you are having 
the experience — to you they 
are very real. They are as real 
as you have attached yourself 
to them by the law of identi- 
fication. 

A new view is ever de- 
pendent upon what you 
choose to identify with. This 
day is a great day if that’s 
what you choose it to be. 
Every experience in your life 
can be a great experience 
filling your life with the joy of 
living if you choose to view it 
that way. However, if you 
choose to look out in the 
world to find support for your 
misery, you will only be more 


To separate truth from 
creation is the great personal 
responsbility of mankind. 


miserable. But if you look out 
into the world and you choose 
to share the joy that is within 
you, you will become more 
joyous. 

There’s one thing about 
pity — it will not long endure 
if it does not have a listening 
ear. No one will remain miser- 
able very long if they can’t 
find someone to share the 
misery with. 

One of the greatest pur- 
poses of this church is to bring 
into the awareness of those 
who participate in it the 
way to freedom — personal 
(continued page 24) 13 


Fearful of Artemisia, Zuleika sends for Prince Ahmed. 


The Strange ery 


by Anita Silvani 


AHRINZIM AT 


CHAPTER XXXI 


MY ENEMIES 


Continued from last issue— 

Zuleika had been resting 
for scarcely half an hour when 
Prince Ahmed came to visit 
her, and in her then state of 
suspense and anxiety it was 
almost a relief that he came 
so soon. 

Yet Zuleika was at heart 
afraid of Ahmed. She felt in- 
stinctively that the love she 
had inspired in the heart of 
this man was a very different 
feeling from that with which 
the poor weak minded King 
Selim had regarded her, or the 
chivalric devotion which had 
made her almost a sacred 
being in my eyes. Ahmed was 
a man of coarse, determined 
character, and Zuleika felt 
only too conscious of her own 
helpless, forlorn position. She 
struggled hard however to hide 
her apprehensions, and to 
maintain her own dignity as 
long as possible, that she 
might make better terms for 
14 


herself. 

As Ahmed entered Zuleika 
rose to receive him, and pro- 
strating herself at his feet said: 

“T sought an _ interview 
with thee, Oh Prince, because 
in thy help and in thy generos- 
ity must the sole hope of the 
unhappy Zuleika be. The 
Queen, who I thought would 
befriend, seems like unto one 
distraught; the death of her 
son would seem to have 
affected her brain, since she 
raves when she speaks upon 
that subject, and says things 
which are but the offspring of 
her own wild suspicion.” 

Zuleika’s fine eyes filled 
with real tears as she thought 
on her hard fate, and she 
raised them to Ahmed’s face 
with the timid, suppliant look 
of a frightened child. But 
Ahmed was not one to be so 
easily moved, and he replied 
coolly: 

“Distress not thyself to 
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explain these things to me, 
fair Zuleika. Wert thou doubly 
guilty thou hast charms 
enough to cover all thy 
failings! I do indeed perceive 
that thou canst expect no 
secure asylum from _ the 
Queen, but in my seraglio 
thou wilt be safe even from 
her anger, and there thou 
canst forget the past.” 

“Thou dost do me great 
honor, Oh, Prince! and I am 
not ungrateful unto thee, but I 
would fain ask whether it is an 
honorable asylum that thou 
dost offer me? Mine honor is 
all that hath been left to me; 
wonder not then that I would 
still guard it even with thee.” 

Ahmed frowned, as he 
replied hastily: ‘““What wouldst 
thou have? Thy position shall 
be as honorable as any of my 
other women, thy jewels as 
fine, thy robes as costly, thy 
comforts as well studied. But 
if thou dost ask if I will make 
thee a Queen, even as report 
sayeth Selim would have done, 
thou art somewhat too am- 
bitious! Thou dost forget that 
I am Prince Ahmed, the King 
Ahmed it should be by right, 
and I wed but the daughter of 
a King. Thou canst find an 
asylum with me, but it is I, 
not thou, who shall dictate the 
terms. In thy present position 
it seems to me, most beautiful 
Zuleika, thou hast but scant 


choice.” 

“And thou, Prince Ahmed, 
hast but scant generosity, or 
thou wouldst not thus remind 
me of it,” cried the mortified 
Zuleika, almost weeping. 

“Nay, then,” replied 
Ahmed, ‘‘dry those tears. A 
man loves not to see a 
woman’s tears, and if thou 
dost accommodate thyself to 
circumstances thou mayest 
have other things wherein 
thou canst indulge thine am- 
bition. Thou canst tell me of 
this Ahrinziman, and of his 
life ere he met the magician. It 
seemed to me that thou didst 
keep something from _ the 
Queen; reveal it now to me, 
and Ahmed will not forget to 
reward thee well. Smile upon 
me once more, Zuleika, for 
though I will make no 
promises to thee, I vow thou 
shalt have no reason to regret 
trusting thyself intomy hands.” 

Then falteringly and with 
much hesitation Zuleika told 
him all she knew, all she sus- 
pected, and suggested how her 
information might be used for 
Prince Ahmed’s advantage. 

The Prince regarded her 
with much admiration. 
“Verily,’’ said he, ‘“‘thou art a 
clever woman, and a discreet 
one. It is well thou didst not 
tell this to Artemisia, for she 
would have published it to all 
the world before the right 
(continued page 17) 15 


Dictionary 


of 


The Living Light Philosophy 


REF RE RHO 


CO ommitment — A commit- 
ment to God is freedom 
from the authority of the 
brain. 


ivision — The law of 
division is the law of 
expression. 


ear is faith directed to 
the human ego. 


NS is the mother of 
greed. 


P ersonality is nothing 
more than the priority of 
our own self-judgment. 
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romise if the fulfillment 
P of God’s law; commit- 
ment is the identity of man’s 
law, so that that we identity 
with we are bound by, in 
keeping with the law of bond- 
age known as self-will. 


R ejection is the servant of 
self-glory. 


T he fountain of youth 
is a controlled mind. 


he principle of life or 

essence of dreaming is 
imagination, the door through 
which the soul passes through 
creation. 
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continued from page 15 

time. She is not to be trusted 
now, and thou and I must 
keep our own counsel. I will 
seek out this robber tribe, and 
doubtless we shall have the 
means ere long of showing 
this Ahrinziman to the world 
as an impostor. Not that 
either thou or I believe him to 
be one, he hath too strong a 
likeness unto my father for 
that, and Al Zulid is not one 
to be deceived; but it will 
serve our purpose to affect to 
believe it, and if we _ kill 


Ahrinziman men can believe 
he was El Jazid’s son or not, 
as they choose. Our purpose 
will have been gained. Of a 
truth thou art clever to think 
of this, and to keep it to thy- 
self for so long; thy beauty is 
not the most dangerous of thy 
many charms after all.”” And 
Ahmed advanced towards 
Zuleika with a look of admira- 
tion so bold, so insolent, that 
she burst into a passion of 
angry tears, for she felt that 
the cup of her degradation was 
full at last. 


CHAPTER XXXII — ABUBATHA’S WARNING 


It was night, and in my 
Palace of Parsagherd I rested 
alone within my _ private 
chamber. I had come that day 
from Teheran, expecting to 
meet Al Zulid, but he was de- 
layed upon his journey, and I 
was alone in the Palace, save 
for the presence of my atten- 
dant soldiers and my slaves. 

Six months had I reigned, 
and in the pursuit of ambition 
I had found a certain measure 
of solace for my wounded 
love. Artemisia had spoken 
truly when she had described 
my life and prospects to 
Zuleika, but none save myself 
knew how much my heart still 
longed to welcome back my 
faithless wife, nor how little 


the charms of other women 
had been able to banish the 
memory of my hours with her. 
I had not yet heard of her 
escape, for the fortress to 
which I had sent her was in a 
remote corner of Persia, and 
those who had guarded her 
were not too eager to send me 
word of her flight. The rich 
bribe given by Artemisia 
caused her captors to regard 
with some indifference my 
wrath, since it would enable 
the chief offenders to quit 
Persia ere I could seek 
vengeance upon them for their 
lack of trust. 

As I reposed upon my 
couch I watched the stars peep 
out one by one and glitter in 
(continued page 19) 17 


Jesus was not a world-wide and cosmopolitan reformer. 


THE 


PENETRALIA 


BEING HARMONIAL ANSWERS TO IMPORTANT QUESTIONS 


Continued from last issue— 


by Andrew Jackson Davis 


QUESTIONS ON THE MARTYRDOM OF JESUS 


To whom did Jesus apply 
the language quoted from 
Matthew’s report? 

This is the description 
which Jesus of Nazareth trans- 
mits to this day, of the people 
against whom Isaiah also testi- 
fied; and yet, the Jews are be- 
lieved in all Christendom to 
have been the chosen people 
of God! He delineates and de- 
nounces them _ as _s scribes, 
Pharisees, and hypocrites, full 
of all uncleanness, of discord, 
of selfishness, of ambiguities, 
and inversions of character. It 
is not only believed by Chris- 
tendom that the Jews were the 
“chosen people of God,”’ but 
this belief is essentially im- 
portant to the Christian 
system: because, Jesus himself 
gave his whole work to that 
people. This sectarian attach- 
ment shows the idiosyncracy 
and ante-natal tendencies of 
the man. He was not universal, 
18 


like a principle; neither was he 
cosmpolitan. Jesus implies 
that his mission was local; he 
did not deny being a king of 
the Jews; his doctrine was not 
to the Samaritans, nor to the 
Gentiles, but to the Jews parti- 
cularly. He preached to them, 
and did many works for them; 
gave them laws, and a blessed 
new commandment; consider- 
ed that he was in a line of suc- 
cessive supernaturalisms, be- 
ginning with Adam and pas- 
sing through Moses; that he 
was legitimately in the line 
descending from the house of 
David; the rightful heir to the 
throne of Judea; and lastly, 
according to the plan, was des- 
troyed by the very people 
whom he came to save and 
exalt. Every impartial person— 
every reader of the opinion he 
entertained— will acknowledge 
that he was not a world-wide 
and cosmopolitan reformer. 
(continued page 40) 
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the canopy of the night sky, 
and my thoughts wandered 
back to the days of my boy- 
hood, when the stars had 
seemed to me almost as com- 
panions, and when I had 
watched for that other star 
whose coming betokened the 
presence of my White Angel. 
Ah! how far away now it 
seemed, those days of inno- 
cence and trust. How wide the 
gulf between myself and then. 
How great had been my fall 
from the pure aspirations of 
those days to the sordid am- 
bitions which now filled my 
thoughts. Power and Pleasure 
had become my Gods; self- 
gratification my idol. If I 
sought to do my best for my 
country and my people, it was 
that I might reap the rewards 
of greatness through the grati- 
tude of my people. The pure 
unselfish patriotism which 
animated Ben Al Zulid, and 
made him indifferent to his 
personal interests, superior to 
all temptations to enrich or 
aggrandise himself, was a dif- 
ferent feeling to that which 
inspired me. In all my 
schemes, in all my efforts, the 
animating, dominating feeling 
was self-interest and personal 
ambition. My people should 
be great, my country pros- 
perous, because it was my 
country, and its glory reflect- 


ed its lustre upon my own life. 
What had been done by the 
greatest Rulers should be done 
by me, and if possible I would 
do more, for I would fain have 
been the greatest of all Rulers 
myself. Nothing could daunt 
me, no difficulties deter, be- 
cause the greater the diffi- 
culties the greater the glory of 
overcoming them. To my am- 
bitious thoughts the conquest 
of other nations was but a 
matter of time and deter- 
mination, and if, as I often 
imagined, the Dark Angel 
whom I had seen was in truth 
helping me to the dominion he 
had promised, it only required 
that I should follow where 
events seemed to open the 
path before my feet, in order 
that I might avail myself of his 
help, in a sphere where the 
Dark Angel of the Blood Red 
Star reigned as a mighty King. 

Now and again my dreams 
of glory would be broken by 
the vision of Selim, whom I, in 
intent if not in act, had 
murdered; and like a dim 
wraith, no more material than 
are the clouds that float across 
the sky, the face and form of 
my victim would hover near, 
distorted and disfigured by the 
agonies of his violent death, 
even as I had seen the wraith 
of Jelal-ud-din on the day 
when I had visited his deserted 
house, and seen my vision of 
(continued page 21) 19 


The use of planchette and ouija boards — 


A Guide to Mediumship 


and psychical unfoldment 


E. W. & M. H. Wallis 


CHAPTER V. 


PRACTICAL ADVICE TO SENSITIVES — CONTINUED 


Continued from last issue— 

These mechanical contri- 
vances may be helpful to some 
people under certain con- 
ditions, but as a rule, anyone 
who has the gift of writing 
mediumship will do equally as 
well, and in time far better, if 
he will put a blank sheet of 
paper before him, hold a pen- 
cil in his hand, and wait — 
either for ‘automatic’ or im- 
pressional writing. Any medi- 
um, in whose presence tables 
move or raps occur, will be 
most likely to succeed with 
the above-named ‘boards’ No 
one can ‘guarantee’ that they 
will move with everyone who 
experiments with them, or 
promise that intelligent results 
will be immediately secured. 

Drawing Mediumship. 

Many people who have 
sought development for pas- 
sive writing have found that 
their hands have moved in a 
seeemingly erratic fashion, and 
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curious drawings have resulted. 
Some of these have been 
beautiful, some symbolical, 
some few were quite artistic; 
but many, alas! were more 
curious than sensible or beauti- 
ful. Paintings and crayon 
drawings have also been pro- 
duced in this ‘passive’ (or 
automatic) style by people 
who have never had any train- 
ing in either drawing or paint- 
ing; but although the coloring 
has sometimes been remark- 
able, even fine, we have sel- 
dom seen any that commend- 
ed themselves on the score of 
their value as artistic produc- 
tions. Here, as elsewhere, we 
can only judge by the results, 
and if mediums were to study 
the rudiments of art they 
would be more easily acted 
upon by spirit artists to pro- 
duce good work. 

Private or Public: Which? 

If you find that you have 
good powers as a medium and 
(continued page 28) 
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Zuleika and Selim in the magic 
mirror. The forms of both 
these haunting shapes bore the 
impress of the same violent 
death, and I had little doubt 
were due to the same unseen 
agency. Not often, however, 
did these ghosts of my past 
obtrude themselves upon me, 
and I was so much absorbed in 
the active life of material 
existence that I had but little 
time to think of my occult 
studies. 

Tonight, however, the 
spirit world seemed strangely 
near to me once more. The 
gates so long closed were again 
ajar. My senses were so ab- 
normally acute that the 
distant sounds in the Palace 
fell with startling distinctness 
upon my ears, and the far off 
hooting of an owl sounded 
like the warming note of a 
feathered sentinel. Very gradu- 
ally and imperceptibly I sank 
into a state of slumber, and 
then the unconsciousness of 
sleep gave place unto a vision. 

Methought I walked with- 
in a fair garden, wherein 
bloomed the fairest flowers of 
earth; and away beyond the 
garden I could behold the blue 
misty outlines of a lofty range 
of hills. A clear stream flowed 
at my feet, and soft trees 


waved their green branches 
above my head. Then, even as 
I gazed upon this fair scene, 
dark storm clouds rose and 
swept over the sun-lit garden, 
enveloping all in their darkness. 
The clear crystal stream 
changed into a rushing, roaring 
muddy river, whose dark 
waters rose and rose till they 
had engulfed me, and I was 
swept from the fair garden and 
borne downwards on the rush- 
ing, roaring stream’s thick, 
muddy water. I was swept on 
and on. It seemed to me I 
travelled on that dark flood 
for an immense time, yet it 
could only have been a few 
moments of earthly time. At 
last I found myself being 
borne past some mighty rocks 
which reared their dark heads 
above the turbulent stream, 
and in my fear and anguish I 
grasped hold of one great rock 
as I was swept past. With the 
grasp of despair I held on to it, 
although the dark waters well 
nigh swept me away, and at 
last a tiny star appeared from 
the blackness above me, and as 
the star flickered o’er my 
head, a voice said: ‘Hold on 
and raise thyself, for thine 
own hand must raise thee up, 
even as thine own hand hath 
caused thy fall.” 


(continued next issue) 
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Examining the subject of man’s resurrection as presented by Paul. 


CHiscourses 


from 


The Spirit World 


Dictated by Stephen Olin through Rev. R. P. Wilson, 1853 


DISCOURSE VI. 


SPIRITUAL DELIVERANCE 


Continued from last issue— 

As the human body “is sown 
in corruption” or decomposi- 
tion, “‘it is the spiritual body is 
raised in incorruption’—being 
incapable of chemical decom- 
position. “It is sown in dis- 
honor, it is raised in glory,” a 
state adapted to the changed 
condition of the freed im- 
mortal spirit. “It is sown in 
weakness; it is raised in 
strength or power.” ‘“‘It is 
sown a natural body; it is 
raised a spiritual body.”. ... 
“For this corruptible must 
put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortal- 
ity,” and then to the spirit 
there is “no more death,” for 
“death is swallowed up in 
victory.” Thisinteresting theme 
may be now considered in a 
somewhat different light. By 
reference to our extract from 
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Paul’s writings, it will be seen 
that he refers to three things, 
and these shall now claim our 
attention. 1. ““The bondage of 
corruption.” 2. ‘‘The creature.” 
3. “The sons of God.” It is 
asserted that ‘‘the whole cre- 
ation groaneth and travaileth 
in pain together,” and that the 
“creature” had an earnest ex- 
pectation and “‘waited for the 
manifestation,” or deliverance, 
“of the sons of God.” Again, 
‘‘we who have the first fruits 
of the spirit,” i.e., who have 
realized in a measure the 
blessedness of spirit com- 
munion — “even we groan 
within ourselves,” greatly 
desiring and “waiting for the 
adoption, to wit, the redemp- 
tion of our bodies;”’ i.e., look- 
ing for the deliverance of the 
spiritual body from the bond- 
age of corruption ‘“‘into the 


DISCOURSES FROM THE SPIRIT-WORLD 


glorious liberty of the children 
of God.” By ‘“‘the bondage of 
corruption” is meant the 
bondage to the physical body. 
The expression, ‘“‘the creature”’ 
refers to the “‘spiritual body,” 
the future home of the inner 
life — to that nature which is 
“renewed day by day,” while 
the outer man ‘“‘perisheth,”’ 
and which ‘‘was made subject 
to vanity, not willingly, but by 
reason of him who hath sub- 
jected the same in hope;”’ that 
is, in hope of its ultimate re- 
union with the great elements 
of the divine existence, to 
move onward by their attract- 
ing power to glory, honor, and 
immortality. The terms, ‘‘sons”’ 
and “children of God,”’ refer 
to the divine Image and Like- 
ness borne by every immortal 
spirit — that inner principal 
which when developed will 
cause mankind to be “like 
Him.” It is ““God manifest in 
the flesh.” The ‘‘manifesta- 
tion,” and “glorious liberty” 
of the “sons ” or “‘children”’ 
of God, is the blessed state of 
spiritual development in love 
and wisdom in the Father’s 
House of Many Mansions. It is 
the happy release from the 
earthly house of the mortal 
tabernacle where “groan” so 
many of earth’s sons and 
daughters, desiring to be 
“clothed upon with this house 
not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens.’? Thus freed 


from the pains and sorrows of 
the earthly state, the happy 
soul passes sweetly away to its 
desired home. 

The time of the resurrection 
is immediately after the occur- 
rence of the change called 
death. As there can be no 
manifestation of intelligence 
without organization, this 
provision for the spirit has 
been made by the Author of 
man’s nature. Soon as_ the 
external form commences to 
undergo the change called 
death, the spiritual body 
commences forming outside of 
the earthly. Thus, soon as 
death commences, the resur- 
rection begins; and shortly 
after the animating spirit has 
left the body, the resurrected 
form is completed. Then the 
immortal spirit, with its 
eternal companion and co- 
ethereal essence, the spiritual 
body, passes with kindred 
spirits to its celestial abode, 
there to expand under the re- 
flected rays of divine Truth 
and Love forever. Thussituated, 
the real man is free from the 
tedious methods of external in- 
struction, and confined no 
longer to the slow process of 
earthly locomotion, but passes 
with immense rapidity from 
place to place, through the ce- 
lestial avenues of the universeas 
drawn by attractive influences 
or impelled by internal desires. 
(continued next issue) 23 


A NEW VIEW 


continued from page 13 
responsibility. When you men- 
tion the word “personal” 
responsibility, people don’t 
seem to like that very much 
unless they have just experi- 
enced some bonanza of some 
type in their life and then they 
smile from ear to ear because 
they were personally responsi- 
ble for it. Usually, however, 
they scorn, and they frown, 
and they get very emotional 
and irritated because the little 
mind is thinking about how 
things are not going the way 
they want it to go. But once in 
awhile someone is joyous 
about hearing the truth called 
personal responsibility — it 
does happen. 


.. .if you choose to look 
out in the world to find 
support for your misery, you 
will only be more miserable. 
But if you... choose to 
Share the joy that is within 
you, then you will become 
more joyous. 


Now, friends, life is so 
simple and our thoughts so 
complicated, that it’s difficult, 
I know, to try to see our way 
clear. But remember, every- 
thing for us is within us. If 
you do not first accept, if you 
do not first recognize, for you 
must recognize, that it really is 
inside of you, everything that 
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you are looking for, if you will 
only accept that, you will 
establish the simple law neces- 
sary — known as like attracts 
like and becomes the law of 
attachment — you will start on 
the first step. But you must 
accept it within yourself first. 
If it is happiness you are seek- 
ing, then you must accept that 
it is within you. Usually what 
happens when a person says ‘“‘I 
am looking for happiness and 
have not found it” — if you 
tell them that it exists within 
them, instantaneously the 
judgment rises to dictate the 
experiences that they have al- 
ready encountered. You can- 
not get a new view that way 
for you are blinded by the 
attachment of yesterday’s ex- 
periences. To truly accept that 
all that we seek is within us, 
we must first remove, by rising 
to higher levels of conscious- 
ness, the judgments, the 
dictates, and the experiences 
of yesterday. It’s like a man in 
business not happy with the 
business that he has, so he 
makes a change of business. 
That proves to be like the 
business before, so you make 
another change. And _ that 
proves like the last business, 
and you make another change. 
But slowly, but surely, it 
begins to dawn within the 
mind something has got to 
change within my head — it’s 
(continued page 26) 


DIVINE HEALING PRAYER 


| accept that the Divine Healing Power 
Is removing all obstructions 

From my mind and body 

And is restoring me to perfect 

Health, wealth and happiness. 

My heart is filled with gratitude 

For the Divine Law of Acceptance 
That is healing both present and absent ones 
Who are in need of help. 

Peace, the power that healeth, 

Is guiding my thoughts, acts and deeds, 
As God and | go hand in hand 

Living a life of joyful abundance. 


a 


VIEWS OF OUR HEAVENLY HOME 


continued from page 8 

and the starlight as they exist 
in you. Lead me into the 
sacred shade; dwell with me in 
the fountains; stay with me in 
the sunshine; wander with me 
through the mansions of glory; 
walk with me in your bound- 
less gardens; teach me to lift 
up the despairing; and to 


A NEW VIEW 

continued from page 24 

not outside — that’s the effect. 
I’ve got to make a change in 
my attitude. It’s like a woman 
that marries one husband after 
another and everyone of them 
do her dirt because she did it— 
the dirt — to herself. How do 
we do it to ourself? As I said 
earlier, by making the false be- 
lief that our happiness is ‘“‘de- 
pendent upon.’’ The moment 
you say that the goodness of 
your life is “dependent upon,” 
you establish the law and you 
pay the price. There is a vast 
difference between the mind’s 
dictate of ‘“‘dependent upon” 
and accepting, a simple ac- 
ceptance that you have it. 
When you accept you have it, 
you will experience it with 
your whole being, if you have 
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strengthen the weak. Vast is 
my knowledge of my 
ignorance. Oh, lead me out of 
this darkness! I have magnified 
myself until I realize my. 
commonness and my little- 
ness. Oh, let me not dwell in 
this darkness while the uni- 
verse is flooded with light.” 


(continued next issue) 


the wisdom of patience. How 
long will it take you? That de- 
pends. Each one knows how 
long it’s going to take them. 
And how do we know how 
long it’s going to take us? It’s 
very simple — just look at 
your life and see how readily 
you make changes in your 
thinking. How readily, how 
quickly, and how easily do 
you give up judgments, pre- 
judices, discrimination, and 
go down the list. If you give 
them up easily, then you can 
be rest assured whatever it is 
you choose to want is not far 
away. You will not have to 
wait long for you have already 
learned the greatest lesson of 
life — wisdom lives in the 
faculty of patience. oO 


Spiritual Healing 


In the midst of our 
mechanized society, we forget 
the beautiful natural healing 
qualities of plants, animals, 
and music. Since we cannot 
intellectualize these special 
traits, we tend to put all of 
our confidence in chemicals 
and surgical procedures. It is 
true that God works through 
many avenues for healing, ever 
dependent upon our accep- 
tance. If we could only 
broaden our horizons to con- 
sider that there is a wonder- 
ful healing vibration through 
plants, animals, and _ even 
music, our recoveries would be 
much more pleasant and faster 
than ever before. Remedies 
for health do not all have to 
taste bad or be painful to be 
effective. 

God’s wonderful healing 
vibration is ever around and 


by Sandy Haeberle* 


about us if we can only be still 
to notice and accept it in the 
humble things. It is no acci- 
dent that for years flowers and 
plants have been brought for 
the sick and the distraught. 
Now, some hospitals and 
medical offices are rejecting 
these wonderful instruments 
of the Divine under the notion 
that they carry germs and 
promote disease. How sad that 
they do not understand that it 
is in our own thought that we 
become diseased. For it is 
through our negative emotions 
and judgments that we attract 
discord and disease out of the 
universe. By placing our atten- 
tion upon that which is posi- 
tive, harmonious, and beauti- 
ful we can reverse the disease 
process to return to health, 
our natural birthright. oO 


God, I know your laws never faileth, 
for Lam this instant the living demonstration of that. 
I accept in consciousness your divine right of expression 
and I fear not to become the blade of grass — for you are in it, 
and being in it, I am free. 


—The Wise One 
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continued from page 20 

your development proceeds 
satisfactorily, you will soon 
meet with numbers of people 
who will be glad to sit with 
you, and should you be able 
to obtain for them messages 
from their spirit friends or 
give them tests, advice, or 
guidance, the probability is 
that you will have more appli- 
cations for admission to your 
circle than you can possibly 
grant. If you develop as a 
speaker and clairvoyant you 
will most probably be urged 
‘from the other side’ to 
devote yourself to the cause 
and become a public medium, 
and thus the question will be 
forced upon you (in the first 
case by the demands made 
upon your time and strength, 
and in the second by the im- 
pelling power of the spirits) 
whether you shall become a 
public — or ‘professional’ — 
medium. It is a matter in 
respect to which each one 
should realize his own respon- 
sibility and be ‘fully per- 
suaded in his own mind’ as to 
where his duty lies, and not be 
carried away by injudicious or 
enthusiastic friends, or over- 
persuaded by zealous spirits. 
In any case, we would warm 
you to avoid hasty action. The 
life of a public ‘test’ medium 
is by no means an easy one, 
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and only those who have at- 
tained a fairly high degree of 
lucidity and _ responsiveness, 
together with strength of will 
sufficient to protect them- 
selves against adverse sur- 
roundings, are fit to venture 
out upon the stormy sea, and 
successfully contend against 
the psychic influences which 
will of necessity assail them. 

All mediums are more or 
less in danger of being dom- 
inated by their sitters unless 
they are careful to hold them- 
selves well in hand and main- 
tain a positive attitude to- 
wards those who visit them, 
and therefore it is necessary 
that you should be watchful 
and avoid becoming too nega- 
tive. We have seen sensitives 
struggling to give test descrip- 
tions (both clairvoyantly and 
psychometrically) who de- 
pended too much upon the 
sympathy of their visitors, or 
the harmonious conditions of 
their audience. You must 
study and practice until you 
can resist the adverse influ- 
ences of your sitters and their 
surroundings; and, while re- 
ceptive and responsive to the 
influences and _ impressions 
from the spirits, becomes im- 
pervious to the inharmony, 
suspicion, sneer and sarcasm 
of the sitters. 


(continued next issue) 
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A WANDERER IN THE SPIRIT LANDS 


continued from page 4 
a great beauty on earth) to in- 
duce me to join her and her 
party in a little game of cards. 
She said: ‘“‘The stakes for 
which we would play consist 
of the liberty of the loser. We 
have invented this pleasing 
mode of passing our time here 
since it revives for us the 
divertissements of the past; 
and because there is no money 
here which one can win, or use 
if you win, seeing it all turns 
to dross in your hands, we 
have adopted this mode of 
paying our debts, and we agree 
to be the slave of anyone who 
beats us at our games of 
chance and skill till we can 
tum the tables on them by 
ourselves winning and making 
them in turn our slaves. "Tis a 
charming arrangement, as you 
would find did you join our 
party for a little. These others 
here,” she added, with a 
strange mixture of insolent 
arrogance and animosity in her 
tone — “‘these others here are 
but the canaille, the scum of 
the place, and you do well to 
tum from them and their 
amusements. But for me, I am 
a Royal Duchess, and these 
my friends are all noble also — 
and we would adopt you, who 
are also, I perceive, one of the 
elite, among ourselves.” 

With the air of a queen she 
signed me to be seated beside 
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herself, and had she been a 
few degrees less horrible I 
might have been tempted to 
do so if only from my curios- 
ity to see what their game 
would be like. But disgust was 
too strong in me and I shook 
myself free of her as well as I 
could, saying, which was true, 
that cards had never possessed 
any attraction for me. I was 
bent on getting near the 
woman I wished to speak to, 
and very soon an opening in 
the crowd allowed me todoso. 

As soon as I got beside her 
I addressed her in a low voice 
and asked if she was sorry for 
the murder of her child, and 
would she wish to leave this 
place even though it would be 
a long and sad and suffering 
road that would take her from 
it? How her face brightened as 
I spoke! How eagerly she 
faltered out: ‘What do you 
mean?” 

“Be assured,” I said, “I 
mean well to you, and if you 
will watch and follow me, I 
shall doubtless find some 
means for us both to leave this 
dreadful place.” She pressed 
my hand in assent, for she did 
not venture to speak for the 
other spirits were again crowd- 
ing around us in a way that 
was rapidly growing more and 
more threatening, although 
the guise of friendliness was 
still kept up. 

(continued page 32) 


Serenity 


It is said that “man is a 
law unto himself, and what are 
we doing with the law that we 
are?”’ Can we, by knowing the 
Law of Personal Responsi- 
bility, place the blame of any 
so-called negative experience 
on anyone, place or thing? 
No, we cannot, for here at 
Serenity we are taught the 
universal laws and the de- 
monstrable truth ‘‘that what- 
ever happens to us is caused 
by us and us alone.”’ 

We can spin in a world of 
delusion, make all the justifi- 
cations, but in the overall 
picture we all know the truth 
for it is all inside and in one’s 


Students 


by Robert Toquinto* 


head. We can change in this 
instant, look in retrospect, see 
what has happened in our 
lives. Do we want to live in 
denial? Let us live in a world 
of beauty. Let us accept 
something greater than the 
limited experiences that our 
mind has to offer. Let us 
accept our true wealth, health 
and happiness. 

If we accept personal 
responsibility and make the 
effort to express that great 
truth on a daily basis, we can 
slowly but surely see our lives 
change for the better, for it is 
truly our divine birthright. oO 


Editor’s Note — The SENTINEL extends its appreciation to the 
many students of the Serenity concept of Spiritualism who con- 
tribute their articles to this magazine, sharing their understanding 
with our readers. Student articles are recognized by an asterisk. * 
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continued from page 30 

The Duchess and her party 
had returned to their cards 
with a frightful avidity; they 
were quarreling over them 
and accusing each other of 
cheating, which I have no 
doubt was the case, and it 
seemed as though a fight was 
about to begin in that comer 
of the room to vary the 
monotony of their existence. 
I noticed also that the others 
were collecting in groups 
round the doors so as to keep 
me from leaving in case I 
desired to do so, and I saw my 
enemy with the withered hand 
whispering with some others 
of very low degraded type, 
such as might have been slaves 
in their past lives. Half a dozen 
men and women came up and 
urged me to join in a dance 
they were indulging in, which 
was like some of those abomi- 
nations we read of in descrip- 
tions of the Witches’ Sabbaths 
of the old days of witchcraft, 
and which I shall certainly not 
attempt further to describe. 
Can it be, I thought to myself 
as I looked at them, that there 
was truth in these old tales 
after all? and can the explana- 
tion be that these unfortunate 
beings, who were accused as 
witches, did really allow them- 
selves to be so dominated by 
evil spirits that their souls 
were for a time drawn down 
32 


to one of theses spheres, and 
took part in some of its 
frightful orgies? I know not, 
but there seems truly a 
marvelous resemblance be-- 
tween these things I was now 
witnessing and what was 
related by the _ so-called 
witches, most of them poor 
half-witted mortals more to be 
pitied than condemned. 

As these creatures, whose 
gestures it were an insult to 
call dancing, approached, I 
saw they were trying to get 
behind us in a ring and sur- 
round us, and some instinct 
seemed to tell me not to allow 
them. I drew back close to the 
wall, holding the woman’s 
hand in mine and whispering 
to her not to leave go of me 
on any account. The whole 
crowd of spirits were now 
gathering towards my end of 
the room, the dull ferocity of 
their faces and wild savage 
glitter of their eyes in terrible 
contrast to their affectation of 
light-hearted gaiety. Closer 
and closer they gathered — a 
moving mass of evil personi- 
fied. 

For once their quarrels 
and jealousies merged in their 
common desire to do me 
harm, to get me down and 
trample me and rend me to 
pieces. As the muttering of a 
storm came here and there 
broken disjointed words of 
(continued page 34) 
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A WANDERER IN THE SPIRIT LANDS 


continued from page 32 

hate and menace, while those 
dancing demons kept up their 
wild antics in front of us. All 
at once a great cry — a yell — 
of fury broke from them. “A 
spy! a traitor! An enemy has 
got amongst us! It is one of 
the accursed brothers from 
above come here to spy upon 
us and carry away our victims. 
Down upon him! Stamp upon 
him! Crush him to death! Tear 
him to pieces! Hurl him into 
the vaults below! Away with 
him! Away! Away!” 

Like as an _ avalanche 
sweeps down the mountain 
side they rushed upon us — 
those raging fiends — and I for 
one thought we were done for 
and could not but regret that 
I had been drawn into enter- 
ing the place at all. I thought I 
was lost, when lo! just as the 
nearest of them were actually 
upon us the wall behind 
opened and Faithful Friend 
and another spirit drew us 
through, the wall closing again 
so suddenly that the yelling 
crowd scarce realized how we 
had disappeared. 


* * k KF kK KX 


Once outside we were 
borne away to a_ short 
distance, whence looking 
back, we could see through 
the walls (which had become 
34 


transparent to our eyes) the 
whole mass of spirits quarrel- 
ing and fighting with each 
other like so many devils, each 
blaming the others that we 
had been allowed to escape. 

“Look now,” said Faith- 
ful Friend, ‘had you allowed 
yourself to join — even for a 
moment — in any of their pur- 
suits, we should not have been 
able to help you, for you 
would have become clothed 
for a time with their material 
magnetism, and these walls 
would have held you, like 
them, prisoner, since you 
would have become too gross 
to pass through them. Those 
spirits have not done with you 
yet, and you must look to 
seeing them again, for even the 
brief time upon the earth- 
plane during which you yield- 
ed to their influence and 
thought of following their sug- 
gestions has created a link be- 
tween you and them which it 
will be difficult to sever till 
you yourself stand on a height 
of spiritual development 
which will set a gulf between 
you. As yet, I am told, you 
have not fully overcome your 
own passions — you have 
learned to subdue and control 
them, but all desire for 
revenge upon those who 
wronged you in the past is not 
dead, and till that is so you 
will not be able to shake 
(continued page 36) 


Children’s Corner 


Attitude is something that 
most people have to work on. 
The reason that most people 
have to work on it is because 
they are in a bad mood and 
their attitude is bad. And if 
their attitude is bad they will 
have bad experiences. 

Jaye Chillas, Age 14 


An ant is a very important 
creature because when he sees 
a rock, he crawls over it and 
doesn’t sit and mumble and 
grumble to himself. If only 
man could watch the busy 
little ant and not sit down in- 
stead and do exactly the same 
as the ant when he runs into a 
problem. 

Michael Field, Age 9 


Changing Our Veiws 

Last year I had a teacher that I 
didn’t like at first, and then on 
the last day of school I liked 
her alot. I made a judgement 
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last year at the beging of the 
school that my teacher was 
mean. But then I realized that 
she was nice. Because I 
changed my attitude. 

Stacey McKenzie, Age 9 


Whenever I go into the healing 
room I feel alot better, when I 
come out. And I have only 
been here twice and both 
times I came out feeling good. 

Scot Gordon, Age 9 


Pausing 

When you are doing something, 
and you feel wrong about it, 
you should pause for a minute 
and ask your self if it is good 
to do it or not. 

Like if you were going to 
talk about another person and 
it is something mean, you 
should pause for a minute and 
think of the laws you setted in 
to motion. 

Lisa Toquinto, Age 11 


In keeping with Serenity’s policy to encourage expression by all its 
students, this column contains the unedited articles submitted by 
the children attending our children’s philosophy classes.—Editor 
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continued from page 34 

yourself entirely free from 
these beings, especially while 
you are in their own particular 
sphere where they indeed are 
strong. For my part I have 
fought a battle not unlike 
that which you wage now, and 
I know — none better — how 
hard it is to forgive where we 
have been deeply wronged. 
Yet I know also that you will 
do it thoroughly and freely 
some day and then will these 
dark spirits have lost power to 
cross your path. 

‘**My directions are now to 
guide you to the Palace of one 
you will be surprised to see, 
for he is one whose name is 
familiar to you though he 
lived on earth long before 
your time. You have felt sur- 
prise at finding how little 
these beings here are able to 
disguise from you their real 
spiritual state. Know, then, 
that you owe this power of 
clearer and purer vision to her 
whose pure love flows ever to 
you as a constant stream of 


crystal water, giving you the 
power to. perceive higher 
things and a perception of 
these lower spirits in all their 
foulness. 

“Between yourself and 
your beloved one there is now 
so strong a link that you un- 
consciously partake of the 
powers of her higher nature 
even as she shall partake of the 
strength of yours, and thus 
though to yourself, in your 
own present state of spiritual 
development, much of the 
corruption of this place might 
be glossed over by the art of 
these dark beings, yet in the 
clearer purer perception you 
draw from her you possess a 
power to perceive things as 
they truly are and must appear 
to a pure spirit beholding 
them. Thus the glamour of de- 
ception is thrown over your 
senses in vain. Great, then, is 
her love in its protecting 
power for you, and truly was I 
told that her love would be as 
a shield to you, my friend, in 
all your trials. 


(continued next issue) 


He who acts in self becomes the slave of hell’s emotions, 
but he who acts in reason becomes a light in the world. 
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—The Wise One 


The editor describes how she proceeded in compiling this work. 


Ghost Land 


or 


RESEARCHES INTO THE MYSTERIES OF OCCULTISM 


Translated and Edited by Emma Hardinge Britten, 1897 


AUTHOR’S PREFACE 


Although I have been and 
shall be again, induced from 
the force of circumstances to 
mask the noble sentiments of 
the Chevalier de B— in my 
own peculiarities of style, I 
have in vain labored to per- 
suade him to place his works 
in other hands or avail himself 
of a less prononcee style of 
compilation. Had I not de- 
voted myself to this work it 
would never have been accom- 
plished, and that thought has 
been my chief recompense for 
the slander and misrepresenta- 
tion that has been cast on my 
share of the publication. Al- 
though my friend’s courtesy 
has induced him to treat these 
misrepresentations lightly, and 
even to allege that he felt 
honored in hearing the author- 
ship of his works attributed to 
me, such a slander upon him, 
no less than the wrong done to 
my veracity and the character 
for straightforward candor 


which I deemed my life had 
earned, has been the worst 
stab my enemies could have 
inflicted upon me, and calls 
for this explanation concem- 
ing the necessary share which I 
have had in characterizing the 
Chevalier de B—’s writings. 

In view of the stringent 
charge I received from each of 
my authors, not only to pre- 
serve their incognito, but even 
to represent an ideal person- 
age as the vehicle of the 
thoughts rendered, I drew up 
an introductory sketch of the 
supposed author of ‘‘Ghost 
Land,” which I printed in the 
first number of “‘The Western 
Star.” 

In becoming more familiar 
with the later portions of the 
autobiography, I found that 
the author had stated the real 
events of his life so candidly, 
and simply detailed, that I 
doubt whether the lovers of 
fiction will be able to recognize 
(continued page 39) 37 
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MERCURY & THE WOODMAN 


Once a good, hard-working 
Woodman was chopping away 
at a tree by the bank of a deep 
river. His hand slipped and his 
hatchet fell into the water. He 
couldn’t dive to get it and he 
was a poor man who couldn’t 
afford to lose his useful tool. 
So he was very sad and sat 
with his head in his hands. 

Mercury saw him and felt 
sorry for him, so when the 
Woodman told him what had 
happened he offered to help. 
Mercury dived in and came up 
with a solid gold hatchet. 

“Ts this yours?” he said. 

“T wish it were,’ said the 
Woodman, ‘“‘but to be honest, 
it’s not.” 

“Is this yours?” said Mer- 
cury, after he had dived again 
and come up with a silver one. 

“No,” replied the Wood- 
man, ‘‘that’s not mine either.” 

‘‘Well, is this it?”’ said Mer- 
cury and he brought up the 
man’s old hatchet. = 

“Yes, it is,” said the man, 
“and it was mighty kind of 
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you to get it for me. Thank 
you.” 

“I knew it was all the 
time,” said Mercury, “‘and you 
are an honest man. Here, take 
this gold one and this silver 
one, too, as a reward for tell- 
ing the truth.” 

The Woodman was so 
pleased he ran home to tell all 
his friends. 

One of them ran right 
away to the river bank, threw 
his hatchet in the water and 
started to cry. 

Mercury came as before 
and dived, bringing up a 
golden hatchet. 

“Is this yours?” he asked. 

“Yes! Yes!’ shouted the 
greedy liar, and grabbed for it. 

“TI happen to know that it 
is not,” said Mercury. 

He flew off, leaving the 
man sitting there on the bank 
with no gold hatchet and his 
own down at the bottom of 
the river. 

The Point: It pays to tell 
the truth. 


GHOST LAND 


continued from page 37 

that truth, and I shall not be 
surprised to hear that the 
whole narrative is a made-up 
affair. 

I have some reason to be- 
lieve this view would not be 
displeasing to the author him- 
self, who, although compelled 
to write under the efflatus of 
the same power that obliges 
the ‘“‘sibyl to vaticinate”’ even 
when she is not believed in, 
still feels sensitively opposed 
to parading his peculiar and 
often most painful personal 
experiences before a hard, un- 
kind, and unsympathetic 
world. I, on the contrary, have 
a deep and religious interest in 
urging the exact truth of these 
experiences, and as I have 
been mainly instrumental in 
inducing my friend to narrate 
them, I would gladly, most 
gladly, add the lustre of a far 
more authoritative name than 
my own to the solemn assur- 
ance that they are all literal 
transcripts of history, and 
they ought to be studied and 
classified by every philosophic 
thinker as amongst the rarest 
and most important psycho- 
logical facts on record. 

It simply remains for me 
to explain how and why this 
autobiography appears at this 
particular time. I need not re- 
mind those of my readers who 
may have been subscribers to 


“The Western Star,’ that just 
after the issue of the sixth 
number, the occurrence of the 
disastrous Boston fires and the 
immense losses sustained by 
some of my principal sup- 
porters, compelled me to sus- 
pend that periodical; but im- 
mediately upon the announce- 
ment of this suspension and 
up to the present time I have 
been literally besieged with re- 
quests to issue a reprint and 
continuance of ‘‘Ghost Land,”’ 
my correspondents assuring 
me that those delightful and 
absorbing papers were more to 
them than all the rest of the 
magazine. The same request 
has been repeatedly made in 
reference to the articles of Mr. 
Dudley, entitled ‘Amongst 
the Spirits.” In a word, the 
high appreciation accorded to 
those two serials made me 
often regret that leisure and 
opportunity were not afforded 
me for their publication in 
separate and continuous forms. 

It was some three years 
after the suspension of “The 
Western Star’ that my es- 
teemed friend, the Chevalier 
de B—.,, made a second visit 
to the United States, traveling, 
as was his custom, in a private 
and unostenatious manner 
under an incognito, and em- 
ploying his time in the ob- 
servation and study of those 
Spiritualistic facts which it has 
(continued page 41) 39 
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continued from page 18 

Suppose we admit your 
ideas on this subject, what 
is the most needful want of 
the mind? 

The mind needs to grasp 
the idea of a universal princi- 
ple. The expansion of a local 
person into a principle is im- 
possible. No once can be a 
follower of Jesus, and, at the 
same time, be a world-wide 
reformer. Jesus made — as 
every other individual must — 
comparisons and distinctions. 
He saw on one side a Gentile 
world; on the other, a world 
of Jews. He acted as a Messiah 
to that people. He was psycho- 
logized, in part, by the corres- 
ponding conviction of those 
who surrounded him. To them 
he had to teach; to deliver the 
word of salvation. He believed 
in the existence of human 
sheep and goats; of persons 
good in heart, and in hearts of 
evil. His, was not a universal 
system of perfect reform; yet 
his every word looked event- 
ually that way. 

What is the central doctrine 
of popular Christianity? 


The doctrine taught to the 
world is, subjection to higher 
authority. This is Christianity, 
as understood at the present 
time. It is the doctrine of sub- 
mission. Obey your existing 
rulers; be the friends of 
popular law and_ order; 
servants, obey your masters. 
Those who say Christianity 
has not been lived out, in this 
sense, have not yet ascertained 
the history of that system 
which they profess to believe. 
It can be shown that Christian- 
ity — asa system of subjection 
to higher authority — has been 
practically tried and lived out. 
Christianity is fixed in human 
history. Therefore it cannot be 
said that this century is living 
under it truly. Most receivers 
are living upon the forms and 
symbols and husks of that 
which has gone into history. 
No one enlightened mind will 
live upon the symbols, the 
letters, and authorities of the 
book. Men have souls of their 
own; they may receive illumi- 
nations of the present and 
the future. 

(continued next issue) 


Sanity or mental balance is maintained by freeing the soul, 
through selfless service, 
from the personality (brain) consciousness level of awareness. 
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—The Wise One 


GHOST LAND 


continued from page 39 

been the main object of his 
life to gather up. It was then 
that I learned from him that 
two works, the scheme of 
which he had often laid out in 
project to me, were nearly 
completed; and as he was un- 
able to undertake the fatigue 
and master the harassing 
details of their publication, he 
offered to present me with the 
MSS., although he wished that 
their production should be de- 
ferred for a stated period. 

One of the MSS. thus in- 
trusted to me was “‘Art Magic.”’ 
It was written, like ‘Ghost 
Land,” partly in French and 
partly rendered into English, 
for the sake of aiding me in its 
translation. Much of the lan- 
guage I found capable of re- 
presenting the author’s ideas 
without any alteration; but 
the whole work struck me as 
so important, sublime, and 
beautiful that I urged upon 
my friend its immediate pro- 
duction without waiting for 
further contingencies. 

Tendering all the services I 
deemed likely to be available 
on the occasion, I at last suc- 
ceeded in overcoming the 
Chevalier’s reticence, and pro- 
vided that I would give it to the 
world under the conditions 
which he dictated, he said the 
work was at my disposal. My 
friend then laid down those 


conditions of publication 
which have called forth the 
clouds of abuse, scandal, and 
insult which it has been my 
privilege to endure in so good 
a cause, and I dictated the 
financial terms by which I had 
hoped to save him from loss. 
In this respect the results be- 
long to ourselves, not to the 
world. It is enough that I have 
been instrumental in launching 
a noble work upon the ocean 
of human thought. Many a 
bitter experience has been 
added to those which both 
author and editor have had to 
endure, many that might have 
been more gracefully spared 
by those who inflicted them. 
The effect of these experi- 
ences, however, it may not be 
amiss to notice a little more in 
detail, for it is evident they 
have not fulfilled the exact 
purpose with which they were 
freighted. In the first place, 
they have taught the sensitive 
author to rise superior to all 
human opinion, by showing 
him that which the editor has 
long since understood, namely, 
that there is always a certain 
amount of journalistic criti- 
cism which can be bought or 
sold, according to the pur- 
chaser’s disposition or means 
of payment; another class 
from which praise would be 
dishonor; still another, who 
never waste time one way or 
(continued page 42) 41 
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continued from page 41 

the other on any subject that 
is not a marketable commod- 
ity and likely to pay well; and 
a fourth class, but one alas! 
greatly in the minority, who 
can and will recognize truth 
and beauty wherever they: find 
it; and to this class “Art 
Magic” has indeed been ‘“‘the 
gem of Spiritualistic effort of 
this and every other genera- 
tion.” 

All this the author has had 
to learn. That he was not en- 
tirely ignorant of the crucible 
through which his work would 
have had to pass had it been 
published for ‘‘the masses” in- 
stead of the few, he himself 
proved, as I find in a letter ad- 
dressed to me on this very sub- 
ject the following compli- 
mentary expressions of 
opinion concerning the ‘‘great 
public”’: 

“The masses, to whom 
you so enthusiastically would 
have me commend the perusal 
of ‘Art Magic.’ ever halt be- 
tween two hors of a 
dilemma. If you tell them 
what they do not already 
know, they will cry: “We can- 


not understand this writer!’ If 
you repeat old truths, no 
matter how new may be your 
methods of _ representation, 
they will scream against you 
for telling them nothing new; 
and herein lies the real power 
of the critic, which is just to 
tell the world, according to his 
own personal predilections, 
what that poor imbecile thing 
ought to believe or reject, 
exalt to the skies or trample in 
the dust.” 

I have learned something 
as well as the author in this 
publication, for despite the in- 
famous slanders of one part of 
a press calling itself “spiritual,” 
and the significant silence of 
others, the subscribers to this 
work have in general been of 
that class which bravely and 
boldly takes the task of think- 
ing into its own hands; hence 
they have not only written to 
me in the most glowing and 
enthusiastic praise of this 
“great and sublime work,” but 
they have insisted upon having 
something more from _ the 
same “facile and fascinating 
pen.” 

(continued next issue) 


The chains of bondage are suppression; 
the wings of freedom, expression. 
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—The Wise One 


+ humor is the salvation of the soul + 


Grandfather had just bought a small, almost-invisible hearing 
aid and paid a return visit to the salesman to express his satis- 
faction. 

“T imagine your family are happy, too,’’ said the salesman. 

“Oh, they don’t know I’ve got it yet,’’ chortled grandpa. ‘‘And 
am I having fun! In the past two days I’ve changed my will three 
times!”’ 


—Pipeline Engineer 


The Living Light Philosophy: The degree of retaliation is equal 
to the degree of rejection. 
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SERENITY EVENTS 


HOLIDAY HARVEST BAZAAR: NOVEMBER 17, 1979 


Be sure to mark your calendars for Serenity’s Ninth Annual 
Holiday Harvest Bazaar on Saturday, November 17 from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. at the American Legion Log Cabin, Memorial Park, 
San Anselmo. An around-the-clock lasagne dinner will be served. 
There will be many handcrafted items including pot holders, 
Serenity’s unusual trivets fashioned of exquisitely patterned 
imported tile, hand painted china, handcrafted furniture, hand- 
made Christmas ornaments, and, of course, the completely wash- 
able Raggedy Ann and Andy dolls made by the Ladies’ Guild. 
In addition, there will be a wide variety of gift items, festive 
baked goods and Serenity fudge. Do plan to attend and make 
this your one-stop Christmas shopping trip, have dinner and 
lots of fun. 
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